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8 Movenmber 1972

Deay Randy,

I hav: jurt listencd to ond tranzeri’.od the tape yovu,
sent e which is self-explamatory. I am going to set down
e partial warrative with question=s inm upper-—-eases CPAITALS.
(I e 2lso sending a copy of this to Mevcel).

T

In 1972 (HO?TH?}, Randall G. Tontes, a student of
hunanictic psychology and MNindu phkilosonhy at Sonmona State
Colles2, an bour's drive north of San Franciasco, who had
heard o7 Vogel's work, paid a visit 1o the IZM reseavcher.

Vorel okaerved that Tontes had a reel affinity for plents
pe eomTirvied by the vecording apperatvs which registered
the student's ability 4» estallish s relationkhiip . with then.
e leat Tonten all hin eguipnent to takes Loek to a lavoratory
at the enllese.

(GXACTLY WiAT IS T¥R SBQUIPKEKT?)
Sinee then, Fontes, tozether with bias fricond and fellow-

student, Rokrert Swenson Jlr., have Yeen experimenting with
nlantz vwnder Vosel's coaching,



I et wnbe s
Beewpeew the Tirst weeks = a4 uL' = they nmastered

Vogel's techwique of aqixing the. eleetrodes »f their
mouitoring equipnent to leaves im such a way as to
clinivate all spurious data —- or what engineers eall
"noise" —— on their recording charts, the two remecofehers
were bwrought to the walization that plonts, like, hunana,
had varyingz charatteristics, temperaments and dispositions,

"We found that caech leaf, in faet, has its own unique-~
negs, peysonality or individuality," soys Fowtes. "Leaves
with a large resistance are difficult to work with. (WY?
DOZS TWIS DIPBRD OF TW% WARIETY OF PLANT?) Aund each plant
itself g¢oez through phases of activity and inaetivity, fTuvll
of reapomse ou nne day awd what ome could call "slug~ish"
or "morose" on anotheT.



By the late sumaer they had settled on two Ivy
Philodendrons, owe tall, owe shortJVMioh could Wwe
hoolted into the rvecording anparatus seewpies 0
picls up their resetions sinmultaneouely in ved and
zreevw inlk resnectively.

Beecavne they noticed that ewwironmental factores
in the laboratory suck as light, temperature and hunidity
enuld 2lter the reaetinns of mkxzmx their plants to
a siven stinulus, they Noxamniexhxmxhamieghaienx bcgan
studying the effeets produced ey chaveges iu cadich of
these variabkles.,

One day when they were voutinely checlting dhe of
the plant's responses to temperature ehanges, Toutes
suddenly notieed & "spile" on the ckert indicotiang

an vpexaIected reactione.



Az Pontes continued to monitor the nplant, he pugsled
over wh t poss :ibly could have cauzed such an aberration
in bhﬁ-ian¢$m cxpected eehaviows Mivally, be asked
higs collcarue, EBob, whether he bhad had any unusual
thongzhte nr ennantions,

"0, " veolied Mok, "eut I did yawn."

ls "ontes was mging over this, another "spike®
svddenly anpezred onlth? chart.

“Did vou vawn acain?" Pontes ooed hia friend exeitedly.

Whon 2o¥ aduitted that e had, they then Loth began
ravaing in suceession, fonr tines each over a three-nmivvte

exiad. '7ith cach yawn the nhilodendron vregistered a

i\t the end of the eizhth yawm, the iol tracing besan
to asccnd on the graph indicating that the plant was
absorbing an encrgy of come kind, just as it doe= when G&
m registering a thought or emotion,
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The two eollaknrators had apnarewntly discovered that
a nlant san witbdraw eneregy euy tine a person yawns in
ite vividity.

Thoush riodern science ¥nows little avout the yawn's

fumetinn (WHAT IS KMOWK?), in the Yogsic literature yawking

~=NY lechrimudra 28 it i2 called in

the Sauslkrit texts —-

iz vefTerred to as one of the ways the tired nerson con
ke

reehersed with vivifyineg "prang," a universal energy

Tillios the universe. PFontes ond Swangon nay have eomme

acronse a way toSunuort this encicnt Hinduv contention.



At the cnd of Oetober, the twn Sonoma researchers
dceided to eollaborate with Vogel to smee if he could
affect onme of their lavoratory plants from his= bome
in San Jooé, 100 miles distant as the crow flies,

After settinz up all their eguipment incluvding a
video-canicra to viaually record all the proeecedings,
they esalled Vogel loug-distenec and informed hin that
thevy were ready for him to %cgin. Their conversation
as recnrded Xx ow tape, Tawu:

"Can you hear me Randy?"

"Yes, I can hear you,kareecl!"

"Alrieht, I'm Tocussing with ny mind on the plawnt,
I can feel a Tlow ofemcrey moving from ne. Fow, I'm
aning to try to brineg the plant to a state of balanece.
O, what is the Treavonse you're getting on the graph?™

nlizht at the noment it's ealm and ridivg ecwen."

"Alrisht, ‘I'11 vow try to relesse a m=troang emotion!"

Seven scennds nassed avnd Fontes said:

"You just eot a “spike, ! Moreel."

Wil 'R™ OW TTE CWART IS MHIS "SPIK=E?"



Vogel rveplied: "Alricght, that was a strons emntion.
I could feel a surege of energy leaving me,. Iow, I'1l
velex and tyy to do it again,"
The reflxing nhase toolt 40 seconds whercupon Vogel
aunouneed: "OXx, now, Il1ll try to projeect an inage of
ny i".if_e'"
The ivstant he apoke the word "wife" a sharp dowaward (UPWARD?) |
apilke oecevrred on the graph,as vevecrled dhrough a rveview
of Lhe wvideo tape, folBowed' By az_(???)-second descent (ABCHBNT?)
of the pen-recordeer indicativg a surge of eunergy into
the plant., Vogel eonfirmed to Fontes that there was
atrong cmotiosnel content whew he meutiomed the word "wife."
The vwen-rodpoder then veversed direcetion wikich Pontes
reported to Vnacl. N
"Yem," said Vogel, "I'm relaxing again.

(:r nh sent bvaeck to Pontes with

6 que=tions)
TEI3 IS A DIPFICUL®T SRTCTIOK TO INMTIRFRIT .OFF THY GRAPX

OV YANY SBCONDS DOT3 TWE GRAPK S'CW PUR SQUARE? IT LOCKS
\3 I TSR SVOULD ®E TEN SECORDS SIHCT ZI7% WORD WITE
ocguns iT“YC"IEIm“EY 120 S®CO¥DS APTER PXE START OW TED
RLPTRIMWKD!Y  TYT PIRST SPIKT STWEHS PO FAYE TAKTI PLACE

60 STCCID3 # + or -~ 53RCONDS PFROI! THR START. PUP WiiRE
TXACTLY OF 97 GRAPE IS TNIS SPIKE? “(FOINT AT? POINT 329,

LA

Which exe Wwoth eivcled)
QrVIONIISLY TVIS TAPT BEXDS WITY THE ERD O™ T8 WIFPE BXPLRIVISRT
AICKTYVIAMRY



Verel then attempted to projeet into the otker plant
though Pontes told kin that it had not Lcen too vespousive
for amone tinme and they bad not cen experimenting with it.

"Whot I do/ now," said Vogel on tape, " iz to eonstruct
a neotal inage of this plant end, s2a I wuild thke ima@@ I
focus into it.  TNight now, the image of the plant is in
rny sind and I ean gsee it clearly.” Mow I'1ll focus into that
inege."

There was & pauvse and all at onee it bveoesme celear to
the rescardh pair at the college that Vogel wae experieuneing
difficulty.

"I Teel a very strong feedbaelr into ny %ody," his voice
came over the telcophone. "There is Q....(lovz sich)e..it's
hard Tor me to %reath, I'™ =setting a eomvletely different
effeet. My whnole ®ody is startine to onacillate. It's a
completely different reactinon to what I had BWelore."

Az Yogel spoke, TPontcs saw that the groph wasgpeter
AARS "holding velatively flat," confitming that the nlant
vias receiving no/ inout fron San José or anywhere elneé.

Tozel went o0 in a congerncd tove: "I scenm to Be gettiuve
feedback Ffrom the plagt. I ean't penetrate its evergy -field.
Punny, I get 8 feeling of a wall, a bvarrier I .¢awnot break."

o trace of reaction oeeured ow the graph.,



Desnite Vngel's failure to Wwfeak through 'what seemed
to Lim to Be a strange communieation Barricér with the
zecond plaent, Toutes thought the part of the expecrinent
juzt as viortbwhile as the first singe it clearly inmdicated
that when Vogel himself was having self-perecived diffieult
the eguipment and the plant had ecomfirmed it.

As for the first part of the experiment, they all
felt =ure that a commuication mEmx from 2 humah being to
a plent 100 miles away had ‘eccn seut amd suceessfully
nhacrved for the firet time im Californisa.

¥

J



Well, Rendy, that's it, It's diffloult to zct the text
Flowing and’kecp it accurate. Let me Xnow where I should

nalce eonrrections.

I have included four pages of graphs you gave me with ‘
questions, ({'W’; ANSWETY 0o Qo ual Eods '{J’eod\ r"""f"

Do ynu have any other interesting grapha whieh illustrate things
I should kwnow?

Could ynu put down for me im your words what you think

the downwerd and unward novements of the pen ow the reenrding
ehart mean. Not the spiking downward and upward bPut the
geveral movenent,

Could vou almo put down in your words why the plant spikes.

Do you and Harecl agree on how one gets intn contact with o
plant?

Durings the 100 nile experinent, had Vogel sewsitised thig

plant BeTfore the experinent began, or did Lhe Begkm to 'seusitize
it over thc phone?
On you plan another 100 nile experiment which will Ve more

ineluzive and i which you will unot inforn Marcel what is
banpevning on the gravh until alfter the xperinment is e¢onecluded?

fh.at have vou done 'whiech akould e inclvded Wut which I know
thina of?

What 4o you nlan to do iv ‘comneetiov with Kirliem photogranhy?

Can. you corte right back on all this?

M;N%?



wa:‘.wﬁt@gm 20y 9 @
. i)(..(?
C " 29

w.mo ..,mw , m@%ﬁ# %B\u
_HVIV Jo.m a
P o ay

- I'OA.QI*




')
oD —9-.5:'-"—-==
(9] “p
—
: =
5 : Q)
o 2 8
5 e W
g v
, N
=y R
I t i <" \L
: = Y $\
e .
{ = G
s”’- Es
i .V.'?‘* G /}?
. w -
Q v*‘%
~k-
g-‘_j)_-
S \ >
<

What does this chow? ¥Nhayninzmmiinthzrntam Does it show

tuat the plant gets calm (fairly stroicht srevh) during the
sonsr? Does it also show that the plant wuilds up encrgy
before the =ong ia over and continuos to Ao =o after the aoana
enda? How does thizs sguare with the sharw drop-ofi after the
end of the Rendrix nusie? What ie the =ona?



Does it =zhow anything other than

an akrukpt fall of encryy

in the plant when the

veenrd stops?

Does the »nlant

have to ke -
sencitized

Yy the onerator -
before it will rezpond to

the Cfeadrix (or any other) R
mnsic?
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Where ave you with relatiou to the, plant whes you open your
eyca? When yon write "I open ny eyes to 10o9k at this graph"
where im your nlant, in front of you, in Yaeck of you? Ilow
far Trom you? Way ehould opening the eyes easuse a reaection
like thet of a yawn?



e b e
Ml W A e S JOOARLTT TN

A .__‘m‘&”;" norvous:,
.. thought" form...thonght *
avout what?

Which plant?
Cuttine with what?

[

fwhat does "with contaets on it! .
‘mean

) |

4

1» At:

But at the end
' of the .Nendrix nusie
.| there ie.ga %ig drop-off
i3 it "nangling"?? & leaf | Wo¥ ot hevre?
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